
Caroline Keir 
 
Letter to the Convener of the Education and Skills Committee 

Dear Clare Adamson MSP 

I am emailing you as convener of the Education and Skills Committee. 

I write to express my grave concerns about the plans from the Scottish Government 
and Edinburgh City Council for blended learning and social distancing in schools 
from August, and to ask some important questions:  

• Why, in these unprecedented times, has Scottish Government not been more 
closely involved with education provision during and after the pandemic? 
Should local authorities not have received greater support during this time, 
both in guidance and in financial support? 

• Have recently-retired teachers or private tutors been recruited to support an 
adequate teaching workforce, in the same way as healthcare workers were 
re-registered to support the NHS? If not, why not? 

• Have additional buildings been commissioned for use as teaching spaces 
and/or plans made to erect temporary school buildings eg. portacabins? If not, 
why not? 

• Assuming blended learning will take place, will teacher engagement happen 
daily, with online teacher-led sessions for all kids when they are not in school? 
If not, why not?  This is vital to ensure children are engaged and completing 
their learning and education.  

• Will those families who do not have computer equipment or internet access be 
provided with appropriate access for all days when not in a classroom? 

I am a parent of two primary school children, but my concern is not just for my 
children, but for the welfare and education of all children of Scotland. 

The WHO has said the best place for children is in school. My wish is for the number 
of cases of Covid-19 to fall to a level where we can return to ‘normal’, but assuming 
that the current pandemic will continue for some time, children cannot be failed, 
and will require much more that what has just been proposed. 

Yours Sincerely  

Caroline Keir 

 


